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CouRse InfoRmatIon 

ECO105Y provides intuitive fundamentals for economic 
literacy without the mathematical details of the major’s 
course ECO100Y. Students who intend to complete a minor, 
major, or specialist program in Economics are advised to take 
ECO100Y. However, students can pursue a minor or major 
program (but not specialist) in Economics at University of 
Toronto with an 80% in ECO105Y.

CouRse oBjeCtIves 

The ECO105Y course introduces microeconomics and 
macroeconomics as the basis for making smart choices in 
life as consumers, businesspeople, investors and informed 
citizens judging government policies. Microeconomics 
focuses on cost/benefit analysis of all decisions. Topics 
include gains from trade, how prices coordinate choices, 
the roles of competition and  monopoly, efficiency/equity 
tradeoffs, government versus market failures, environmental 
policies, and income/wealth distributions. Macroeconomics 
focuses on the performance of market economies—
measured by GDP growth, unemployment, inflation—and 
appropriate roles for government monetary and fiscal 
policies. Topics include GDP, economic growth, business 
cycles, unemployment, inflation, money and the Bank of 
Canada, exchange rates, government deficits, the national 
debt, globalization and trade policy.

assessment

 10 Quizzes (in MyEconLab):  15%

 Term Tests (best 3 of  4):  45%

 Op-Ed Writing Assignment:  15% (peerScholar)

 Final:  25%

mylaB ImplementatIon

Adopted MyEconLab in 2003, in a Parkin/Bade-based 
introductory course for majors at York University. Because 
lectures were recorded with Mediasite lecture capture, 
students had the option of not coming to class, so the 
online quizzes forced students to keep up with the material 
between tests. 

For this course at the University of Toronto, I wanted to 
use the quizzes for the same purpose, but in a complete 
MyLab environment. Rather than use MyEconLab in addition 
to a Learning Management System, I make use of the 
communication features in MyEconLab New Design. As a 
result, my students have a convenient learning environment 
that provides all course components—announcements, 
posted lecture notes, discussion boards, MyEconLab Study 
Plan problems, eText, digital flash cards, and gradebook.  

My quizzes are a mix of MyEconLab Study Plan problems, 
Sample Test material and Test Bank questions. I make heavy 
use of the “Pooling” function inside the assignment builder to 
minimize cheating and seamlessly mix the questions.
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modIfICatIon

In order to make things more intuitive for my students,  
I have organized all the MyEconLab assets so they provide 
week-by-week guidance as to how they should be making 
their way through the material—based on what we are doing 
in lecture. This can be accomplished easily by utilizing the 
modify feature of MyEconLab New Design. 

mylaB BenefIts  

 Targeted feedback on the study plan questions.

 Integrated MEL questions and testbank questions for 
constructions quizzes, tests and assignments.

 Ability to embed MEL tools into traditional HTML 
webpages.

 Course website, like syllabus, organized by weeks, with 
MEL assignments, eText, Flash Cards, Quizzes integrated.

ConClusIon 

I find MyEconLab is a valuable resource that helps me deliver 
an effective course. My students seem to enjoy working 
through the material this way (with 500+ students, no news 
means good news!). For me, the biggest benefit is that it 
requires very little effort from me once my course is built. 
Quiz grades automatically go into the gradebook, quizzes 
appear as I set them up. A little work up front in MyEconLab 
means that I can focus on other things during the semester.


