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1. Op-Ed 

1.1 How to (Re-)Write an Op-Ed 

 

Notes: 

I'm Dr. Andrea Williams. This is the first in a three-part 

series. In this video, I'll show you how to read critically. 

This is a skill that will not only prepare you to do the next 

two assignments in this course but will help you in all of 

your university courses that involve reading and writing.  

 

1.2 Modules in this Series 

 

Notes: 

Part 2 walks you through the process of writing the 

abstract assignment. And Part 3 explains how to do the Op 

Ed assignment.  

 

1.3 The Op-Ed Page 

 

Notes: 

You will write your assignment as an Op-Ed, which refers 
to the section of a print newspaper that is opposite the 
editorial page and which is usually devoted to opinion and 
commentary rather than straight news reporting.  
 
In this module, you will learn how to write an Op-Ed 
article.   
 
This is the last module in the series and builds on the 

previous two modules.  

 

1.4 Watch  

 

Notes: 

In you have not already done so, watch Part 1 How to 

Read Critically, this is the foundation for the series. 
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1.5 Watch  

 

Notes: 

You might also want to review Part 2, How to (Re-)Write 

an Abstract. While some areas are revisited in this 

module, you need to know all of the writing stages and 

processes outlined in the second module to write your  

op-ed assignment.  

 
1.6 Similarities between  

 

Notes: 

The process of writing the abstract and op-ed assignments 

are the same-you need to draft, revise then edit your 

writing and you will also use peer assessment as a tool for 

feedback before you submit your final draft. 

However, the voice for these assignments is different.  

 

Make sure you read the detailed rubric given in the 

assignment overview instructions; you will find an 

explanation of what you need to do well in order to be 

successful with this assignment.  

1.7 Your main argument: 

 

Notes: 

The other similarity is the articulation of a clear thesis. 

But for this assignment, this means identifying your main 

argument. Unlike the abstract assignment, you will 

express your own views about the article or issue.  

A clear thesis is crucial because it will tell you what to 

include in writing the abstract for your audience, and 

what to leave out as less important. 
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1.8 Differences between  

 

Notes: 

Let’s now turn to the differences between the abstract 

assignment and the op-ed assignment. 

In the abstract assignment, you identified the main 

argument of the article. You did not give your opinion or 

expand on the article with additional research. The 

maximum word count was 300 words.  

In the op-ed assignment, you will explain your views or 

opinion on the article or issue. You may also need 

additional research to support views. The maximum word 

count is 500 words.  

1.9  

 

Notes: 

So, the biggest difference is voice - your voice, your view, 

or your opinion about an article or issue.  

 

1.10 Start: 

 

Notes: 

To start, read the assignment outline and review the 

rubric. Later on, you will evaluate your draft against the 

rubric.  

1.11  

 

Notes: 

Choose a topic you find interesting. You can do this by 

skimming MEDIA STORIES that connect to course 

material. 

Look for controversial topics, e.g., where there is a 

difference of opinion. Remember, in this assignment you 

will be clearly stating your opinion.  
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1.12 5 Steps to Build Your Argument 

 

Notes: 

Here are 5 steps to build your argument.  
1.13 Identify the major economic issue(s) and potentially 

competing views 

 

Notes: 

1. Identify the major views on the issue. 

 Read for controversy-it it’s something everyone 

agrees on then it won’t make for a good opinion 

piece, now will it? 

 Take notes in your own words/language. Paraphrase 

and summarize key points. Don’t copy the original 

language from the article, except a few key terms. 

Use your own words to avoid plagiarism. If in doubt, 

talk to a Writing Centre Instructor. 

 Note what you find most interesting and/or 

confusing. 

1.14 Choose a  

 

Notes: 

2. Choose a Point of View 

 Is the issue actually controversial? 

 Decide what you are arguing for/against. 

 Make sure there is evidence to defend your 

argument-don’t choose too broad a topic or you 

won’t be able to say anything meaningful about it in 

500 words. 

 Make sure you can explain your argument in 300-500 

words. 
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1.15 Select  

 

Notes: 

3. Select your evidence. Your evidence will support your 

main thesis.  

 What evidence is available? This may require 

additional research.  

 What is most appropriate for the assignment?  

 Which pieces of evidence best support your 

argument? 

 What is the strongest evidence? The weakest? 

 How do the different pieces of evidence support each 
other? e.g., consumer survey data may complement  

1.16 Organize 

 

Notes: 

4. Organize your evidence. 

 A few strong and well-developed arguments are more 

persuasive than many weaker and undeveloped ones. 

 Evidence does not speak for itself. It is crucial that you 
explain how each piece of evidence supports your 

conclusion and what makes it credible. 

 The strongest points are most effective at the 
beginning and end of your argument. 

 

1.17 Address  

 

Notes: 

5. Address Counter-Arguments 

An argument that is entirely one-sided will not be 

persuasive. To successfully persuade someone that your 

claim is credible, you must anticipate objections and 

answer them. This requires awareness of the evidence 

and reasons that contradict your conclusion, and the 

ability to find the flaws in them. 

As you develop your argument, you need to ask yourself … 

 Who might disagree with my position? Why? 

 What gaps are there in my evidence? 

 What evidence would support an opposing position? 
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1.18 Treat opposing positions respectfully and fairly  

 

Notes: 

Always treat opposing positions respectfully and fairly. 

This will make your own argument much stronger because 

it (a) forces you to attend to the very precise reasons why 

someone might hold another point of view, and (b) leads 

you to think more carefully about why you disagree. 

Bashing others hurts rather than helps your credibility. 

 

1.19 My Audience needs me to write like a journalist,  

 

Notes: 

Your audience is the general public.  

 

1.20 My Audience needs me to write like a journalist,  

 

Notes: 

Assume your audience has some education and 

background in current affairs and understands basic 

economic concepts but does not know the details of 

economic theory or policy.  

In other words, you’ll need to explain any economic 

concepts you use in a way that keeps your readers’ 

interest and respects their intelligence.  

 

1.21 My Audience needs me to write like a journalist,  

 

Notes: 

Your audience is not the professor or the TAs.  
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1.22 How to Get Started 

 

1. Read lots of (at least three or four) articles from The 

Economist. You don’t need to limit yourself to articles 

that are only 500 words. Read whichever articles look 

most interesting to you. 

2. Analyze these for argument, evidence, structure, 

style, tone, etc. 

3. Choose your topic 

 What topics have you found most interesting/ 
challenging/controversial/confusing? 

 How can you connect the issues that most  

interest you to economics? 

1.23 Stop Procrastinating and Start Writing 

 

Notes: 

It’s time to stop procrastinating and start writing.  

Easier said than done, right? So how do you actually stop 

procrastinating and start writing? 

1.24 Stop Procrastinating and Start Writing 

 

 Expect your first draft not to be perfect. 

 Write early. 

 Write in small bursts rather than waiting for a big 
chunk of time that usually never arrives. 

 Wait to edit until your draft is complete. 

 Get feedback from Writing Centre Instructors. 

1.25 Differences between  

 

Let’s now turn to the differences between the abstract 

assignment and the op-ed assignment. 

In the abstract assignment, you identified the main 

argument of the article. You did not give your opinion or 

expand on the article with additional research. The 

maximum word count was 300 words.  

In the op-ed assignment, you will explain your views or 

opinion on the article or issue. You may also need 

additional research to support views. The maximum word 

count is 500 words.  
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1.26  

 

Notes: 

If you are unsure of what is involved in these stages as you 
move from writer-based to reader-based writing, take the 
time to review Part 2 before you begin this assignment.  
 

1.27 Draft 1: Writer-Based 

 

Notes: 

As part of DRAFTING STAGE    

Draft 1 is Writer-Based 

As you read your chosen article, you are thinking through 

the article and making written notes for yourself - the 

writer.  

 

1.28 How to Build Draft 1 

 

Notes: 

Underline or circle key words and sentences.  

 

Paraphrase (put ideas into your own words) and 

summarize the key points. Don’t copy the original 

language from the article, except a few key terms. Use 

your own words to avoid plagiarism. If you have questions 

about this, then talk to a Writing Centre Instructor. 

 

As you read through you need to Identify claims, 

statements, evidence used, and counter-arguments or 

opposing points of view. This is hard work on your part 

and involves active-learning. In other words, you shouldn’t 

be just sitting there passively looking at the words on the 

page or screen, but instead actively trying to decipher the 

article the way I’ve mentioned earlier. 
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1.29 How to Build Draft 1 

 

Notes: 

Underline or circle key words and sentences.  

Paraphrase (put ideas into your own words) and 

summarize the key points. Don’t copy the original 

language from the article, except a few key terms. Use 

your own words to avoid plagiarism. If you have questions 

about this, then talk to a Writing Centre Instructor. 

As you read through you need to Identify claims, 

statements, evidence used, and counter-arguments or 

opposing points of view. This is hard work on your part 

and involves active-learning. In other words, you shouldn’t 

be just sitting there passively looking at the words on the 

page or screen, but instead actively trying to decipher the 

article the way I’ve mentioned earlier. 

 

1.30 Draft 1: Writer-Based 

 

Notes: 

As part of DRAFTING STAGE    

Draft 1 is Writer-Based 

As you read your chosen article, you are thinking through 

the article and making written notes for yourself - the 

writer.  

 

1.31 How to Complete Draft 2 

 

Notes: 

A good way (and there are others) to start Draft 2 is to 

write out just the topic sentences (or at least topics) for 

each paragraph. This is much like an outline. Then check 

to see if the order of paragraphs will make sense to your 

readers. If not, move them around, or add or rewrite topic 

sentences, until they do. 

 Once you (tentatively) decide on the number and order of 

paragraphs, try writing the full 2 to 4 sentences of each 

paragraph. Do not use one-sentence paragraphs that you 

often see in media stories. Each paragraph should have an 

obvious topic sentence, and everything in the paragraph 

should relate to that topic sentence.  

 Once you have drafted your paragraphs, check that they 

are ordered in a way that will make sense to your readers. 

There should be smooth and logical transitions between 

paragraphs and no big jumps that might confuse your 

readers. 
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 1.32 How to Complete Draft 3 

 

Notes: 

Still in the REVISING STAGE  

So, for your third draft you need carefully consider what 

your readers need to know to understand the article. 

Try to think like your readers and anticipate their 

background knowledge. Decide what terms you need to 

define, and what terms you can simply use. Do you 

require any additional research to support your 

argument? 

 Chances are that your complete draft is too short or too 

long. Draft 3 is where you revise the content and 

paragraph structure to meet the word count. If your draft 

is too short (less than 300 words) then go back to Draft 1 

and reread the article for additional details. Be sure you 

have included important supporting evidence such as 

examples or relevant data.  

 

1.33 Tips for a More Readable Style 

 

Notes: 

If your draft is too long (more than 500 words) then look 

for sentences that you can delete or condense. Delete any 

repetition or secondary details, evidence, arguments. 

Look also for words to cut out.  

A famous rule for good writing is that if it is possible to 

delete a word without losing meaning, then do so. 

Check for sentences where you may have used passive 

voice and change these, where appropriate to active 

voice. For example, replace the use of passive voice such 

as “surge pricing is seen negatively” (a sentence that 

makes it unclear who sees surge pricing negatively) with 

“consumers view pricing negatively.”  

You may have to repeat your Draft 3 revisions. For 

example, if your previous draft was too short and you 

added material, your abstract may now be too long. Or 

vice versa. Revision is a recursive process. 
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1.34 Consider the Rubric  

 

Before doing the peer assessment, review the Rubric, 

asking yourself 

1. Does your title entice your reader to read on. 

2. Does your introduction catch reader’s attention? 

3. Do you give background information and a brief 

overview of the issue and why it matters? 

4. Do you define key terms? 

 

1.35 Consider the Rubric  

 

5. Do you address counter-arguments or pretend there 

is only one side to the issue? 

6. Does each main point you make have its own 

paragraph? 

7. Do you have a clear call to action in your conclusion 

that answers the question, “So what?” 

 

1.36 Draft 1: Writer-Based 

 

As part of DRAFTING STAGE Draft 1 is Writer-Based 

As you read your chosen article, you are thinking through 

the article and making written notes for yourself - the 

writer.  

1.37 How to Complete Draft 4 

 

 Edit and proofread for your reader-errors are 
distracting and the fewer you have the better you’ll 

be understood and trusted. 

 Spellcheck and then print out your latest draft. Read 
it aloud. Your ears will likely catch things your eyes 

have missed. 

 Get a friend to read your draft aloud and listen 

carefully to where she stumbles or is confused. Fix 

awkward or confusing passages. 

 Finally, review your paragraph structure (including 

topic sentences) and the transitions between 

paragraphs.  
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1.38 How to Complete Draft 4 

 

Notes: 

 A common mistake students make in editing is to replace 

small words with bigger words that sound more 

“sophisticated” or “academic.” Stick to words you know 

that you are using correctly. No need to get extra fancy as 

the point is to be clear, not to sound smart. Besides, clear 

writing sounds smart and big words can sound pretentious 

and off-putting to readers. 

Another rule for good writing is to never use a long word 

where a short one will do. The quality of your reasoning is 

what counts, not big words or complicated sentences.   

Do not be preachy or arrogant. Those who disagree with 

you are not necessarily stupid or crazy. When you express 

opinions, do not simply make assertions. The aim is not 

just to tell readers what you think, but to persuade 

them; if you use arguments, reasoning and evidence, you 

may succeed. Go easy on the oughts and should and if you 

use them be sure to explain why. 

 
  
 

1.39 Draft 4 – Submit to peerScholar 

 

Your next task is to submit to peerScholar 

Copy and paste your Draft 4 into the Create textbox of 

peer Scholar. Save your own copy and pat yourself on the 

back. But don’t relax entirely.  

Once you get back comments and suggestions from 

classmates, go back and repeat the Draft 3 and Draft 4 

stages one more time.  

Revise your words if you want others to read and 

understand them. 

1.40 York Writing Resources 

 

Remember the U of T writing resources. It is a great 

website with lots of tips to help you develop your writing.  

Also be sure to contact your College Writing Centre if you 

would like to make an appointment.  
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1.41  

 

Notes: 

Remember, good writing, and writing that will receive 

high marks, requires rewriting.  

 
 

 

 




